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Ohio’s lawmakers are set to return in April after breaking for the Primary Election. The spring legislative calendar will be robust as legislators try to complete work on key legislative initiatives before entering summer recess in June. April will be highlighted by Governor Kasich’s State of the State address, which he will deliver from Marietta on April 6th.  Governor Kasich has broken the tradition of giving the presentation at the Statehouse and has instead chose to hold the event at cities throughout the state. "It is only fitting that Ohio's first city - and the front door to our nation's new frontier - host a legislative session as part of our annual State of the State address," Kasich spokesman Joe Andrews said in a release. 
The March 15th Primary Election was a decisive day for both Republicans and Democrats. In the race to replace former U.S. House Speaker John Boehner, Warren Davidson, a former Army Ranger and businessman from Troy, bested 14 other Republicans, including State Senator Bill Beagle and State Rep. Tim Derickson. Incumbent members of Congress ran the table in all the other Congressional races in Ohio. 
Former Governor Ted Strickland cruised to victory in the Democratic primary for U.S. Senate, defeating Cincinnati City Councilman P.G. Sittenfeld 65-22%. This victory sets up a General Election matchup with incumbent Senator Rob Portman who easily defeated challenger Don Elijah Eckhart. 

There was only one contested primary for three open Ohio Supreme Court seats. First District Court of Appeals Judge Pat Fischer narrowly defeated Eleventh District Court of Appeals Judge Colleen Mary O’Toole by a 54-46% margin. 
On the state level, all 99 House seats and 16 Senate seats appeared on the ballot. Given the political leanings of the current legislative districts, many of the Primary Election winners will go on to be strong favorites to win in November. In the Ohio Senate, the race that attracted most of the attention was the three-way primary to replace State Senator Tom Patton in the 24th Senate District. Current State Representatives Mike Dovilla and Nan Baker, along with former State Representative Matt Dolan all faced off in this contested primary. Mr. Dolan ultimately prevailed, winning 44% of the vote. In the House, one of the most heated contest occurred in the race between incumbent Rep. Wes Retherford and former Rep. Courtney Combs in the 51st House District. This race generated quite a bit of attention after Rep. Retherford, the incumbent, failed to obtain the endorsement of the Butler County Republican Party. In the end Rep. Retherford prevailed, picking up over 56% of the vote. 

Other notable primary contests included: 

12th Senate District: Former legislators Matt Huffman and John Adams faced off in the race to replace term-limited Senate President Keith Faber. Mr. Huffman, the former House speaker pro tem. successfully defeated Mr. Adams 64-36%.

16th Senate District: Rep. Stephanie Kunze, who had the backing of the caucus, won easily over political newcomer Aaron Neumann.

22nd Senate District: Senator Larry Obhof, who was just promoted to senate president pro tem. and is a candidate to be the next Senate president faced off against Janet Folger Porter, the author of the controversial heartbeat bill. Senator Obhof won handedly 65-35%.

27th House District: Current Rep. Tom Brinkman faced a tough challenge from Heidi Huber, an advocate for repealing Common Core. In the end Rep. Brinkman narrowly won, picking up just over 50% of the vote. 

31st House District: Norwood City Councilwoman Brigid Kelly emerged victorious from a six-person Democratic primary to replace term-limited Rep. Denise Driehaus in the 31st House District.
68th House District: Genoa Township trustee Rick Carfagna faced political insider Beth Lear and three others, in the race to succeed term-limited Rep. Margaret Ann Ruhl. Mr. Carfagna, who was endorsed by the Delaware County Republican Party, proved victorious, gaining over 42% of the vote. 

72nd House District: In an attempt to return to the General Assembly, former House Speaker Larry Householder faced off against Coshocton Council President Cliff Biggers. Householder held a large fundraising advantage and won the contest 64-36%.

74th House District: The four-way Republican Primary to replace newly appointed State Senator Bob Hackett went to business owner Bill Dean who won nearly 39% of the vote. Speaker Cliff Rosenberger announced that his caucus plans on appointing Mr. Dean to the open seat before the end of the 131st General Assembly. 

82nd House District: With no Democrat filing in the race, the winner of this Republican primary would clinch the seat. Incumbent Rep. Tony Burkley faced retired businessman Craig Riedel, who had a well-funded and well-organized campaign. Mr. Riedel pulled off the upset and defeated the incumbent 53-47%.


On the legislative front, GAC is paying close attention to the mid-biennium review (MBR) legislation relating to the Department of Developmental Disabilities (HB 483).  It is still unclear whether the administration will push the legislature to move that bill quickly prior to the summer recess.   In addition, we are keeping a close eye on HB 184, which seeks to license music therapists and HB 89, which may prove to be a vehicle to address on-going concerns with prescribing requirement in the Medicaid Schools Program.  We hope to ensure that it does not move forward this session.

Similarly, we are carefully watching autism parity legislation, HB 350, which had several hearings in late 2015 and early 2016.  The bill would require health plan issuers to provide coverage for screening, diagnosis and treatment of autism spectrum disorder.  The bill has broad support from autism advocacy and family groups.  The bill has received opposition from business groups on the grounds that it would raise health care costs for small businesses.  In addition, the health insurance companies have opposed the bill suggesting that it takes away the flexibility that keeps insurance coverage affordable.  The bill is pending in a House committee and will have to move quickly at this stage in order to pass before the end of this session.  

Outside of the Legislature, we continue to work with our partners to gather data about shortages of related service providers in the schools.  You will recall that GAC helped to fund a survey, along with other provider groups, to find out the extent of the shortages across Ohio.  In early March, we received data back from the ESC portion of the survey.  The ESCs that responded to the survey (87%) reported employing 548 FTE SLPs and 30 FTE audiologists.  They also reported having 13 unfilled SLP positions and 3 unfilled audiology positions at the time of the survey.  When asked when they felt they were having trouble filling those positions, 85% responded that there are not enough applicants currently licensed or in the pipeline; 63% responded that they couldn’t compete with higher salaries in other settings, 35% indicated that their geographical location made it hard for them to attract new employees, and 20% indicated that the working conditions were undesirable.

Then, in late March, we got the data back from the 215 school districts that responded.  Those districts reported employing 751 FTE SLPs (this represents about a third of the SLPs that report to the Licensure Board that they work in the schools) and 63 FTE audiologists.  These districts reported 9.5 unfilled SLP positions today and predicted 75 unfilled positions over the next five years.  On the audiology side, the districts reported have 4 unfilled positions and anticipated 15 open positions in the next 5 years.  

GAC will be getting together with our survey partners on April 18th to discuss next steps, including outreach to the “Big 8” urban districts, who did not respond to the initial survey.  Accordingly, the survey data does not reflect a large portion of Ohio’s schools and the children they serve.  
We have been tracking the following legislation that has been introduced in the 131st General Assembly: 

	HB64
	OPERATING BUDGET (SMITH R) To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 2015, and ending June 30, 2017, and to provide authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.

	 
	Current Status:   
	6/30/2015 
SIGNED BY GOVERNOR
Eff. 6/30/15; certain provisions effective 9/29/2015, other dates

	 

	HB89
	MEDICAID SCHOOL PROGRAM (DEVITIS A) Regarding the Medicaid School Program.

	 
	Current Status:   
	1/20/2016 

SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED & REPORTED OUT
House Health and Aging Committee

Sixth Hearing

	 

	HB98
	CHILDHOOD APRAXIA OF SPEECH AWARENESS DAY (BROWN T) To designate May 14 as "Childhood Apraxia of Speech Awareness Day."

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/14/2016
SIGNED BY GOVERNOR
Eff. in 90 days

	 

	HB109
	STATE HEALTH BENEFIT EXCHANGE (STINZIANO M, ANTONIO N) To create the Ohio Health Benefit Exchange.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/28/2015 
House Insurance Committee

First Hearing

	 

	HB157
	HEALTH INSURANCE-MEDICAID (BUTLER, JR. J, JOHNSON T) To revise the laws governing health insurance coverage, medical malpractice claims, the Medicaid program, health care provider discipline, and required and permitted health care provider disclosures; and to create the Nonstandard Multiple Employer Welfare Arrangement Program and to terminate that program after five years.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/5/2015
House Insurance Committee

Second Hearing

	 

	HB184
	MUSIC THERAPY LICENSING (DOVILLA M, ANTONIO N) To require the licensure of music therapists and to require the State Medical Board to regulate the licensure and practice of music therapists.

	 
	Current Status:   
	6/16/2015 
House Commerce and Labor Committee

Second Hearing

	 

	HB213
	OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE RENEWAL (BRINKMAN T) To make occupational licenses subject to annual renewal become biennial licenses and to permit a licensee to take continuing education courses online.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/17/2015
House Commerce and Labor Committee

Third Hearing

	 

	HB350
	AUTISM TREATMENT-COVERAGE (GROSSMAN C, TERHAR L) To mandate coverage of autism treatment.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/9/2016 
House Government Accountability and Oversight Committee

Fourth Hearing

	 

	HB431
	DAY DESIGNATION (SHEEHY M, PATTERSON J) To designate February 17th as "Annie Glenn Communication Disorders Awareness Day."

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/23/2016 
Referred to the Senate Health and Human Services Committee

	 

	HB483
	DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES-MBR (AMSTUTZ R) To modify programs administered by the Department of Developmental Disabilities and to make an appropriation.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/3/2016 
Introduced

	 

	HB488
	CIVIL LIABILITY-VOLUNTEER HEALTH CARE (SPRAGUE R) To modify the qualified immunity from civil liability for volunteer health care services provided to indigent and uninsured persons and to permit health care professionals to earn continuing education credit by providing volunteer health care services to indigent and uninsured persons.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/8/2016
Introduced

	 

	SB3
	HIGH PERFORMING SCHOOL DISTRICT EXEMPTION (HITE C, FABER K) To exempt high-performing school districts from certain laws.

	 
	Current Status:   
	1/27/2016
House Education Committee

Fourth Hearing

	 

	SB17
	MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY (CAFARO C) To require the Medicaid program to cover the eligibility expansion group authorized by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act and to make an appropriation.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/11/2015 

Senate Medicaid Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB32
	MEDICAID COVERAGE-TELEMEDICINE (TAVARES C) Regarding insurance and Medicaid coverage of telemedicine services.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/25/2015
Senate Medicaid Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB72
	MEDICAID-PROMPT PAYMENT (TAVARES C) To specify that the Ohio prompt payment law applies to payment of claims by Medicaid managed care organizations.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/25/2015 
Senate Medicaid Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB86
	NOT-FOR-PROFIT QUARTER AUCTIONS (GARDNER R) To permit charitable organizations to conduct not-for-profit quarter auctions.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/14/2015
Senate Finance Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB90
	HEALTH CARE WORKER-IDENTIFICATION (TAVARES C) To require that a health care professional wear identification when providing care or treatment in the presence of a patient.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/18/2015
Senate Health and Human Services Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB94
	MEDICAID SCHOOL PROGRAM (BACON K, LEHNER P) Regarding the Medicaid School Program.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/25/2015
Senate Medicaid Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB98
	HEARING AID-COVERAGE (BROWN E) To require health insurers to offer coverage for hearing aids.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/24/2015 
Senate Insurance Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB208
	STATE INCOME TAX (BEAGLE B) To make technical changes to the state income tax law, to modify the requirements for receiving the joint filing credit.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/15/2015 
SIGNED BY GOVERNOR
Eff. 2/15/2016, Certain provisions effective 11/15/2015

	 

	SB268
	STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS-EMPLOYER (SEITZ B) To modify Ohio civil rights laws related to employment and the statute of limitations for other specified claims against an employer.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/10/2016
Referred to the Senate Civil Justice Committee

	 

	SB292
	IMMUNITY-VOLUNTEER HEALTH SERVICES (LEHNER P) To modify the qualified immunity from civil liability for volunteer health care services provided to indigent and uninsured persons and to permit health care professionals to earn continuing education credit by providing volunteer health care services to indigent and uninsured persons.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/10/2016 
Introduced


