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After holding two months of debate, the Ohio House of Representatives finally put its stamp on the state’s biennial budget bill (HB 64). After hearing from hundreds of witnesses, the House accepted a substitute bill that stripped many of the governor’s tax proposals and also included changes to the school funding formula as well as to a number of health care provisions. The House Finance Committee then made further changes in the form of an omnibus amendment before reporting the bill from committee on a party line vote. 
The House passed the measure by a vote of 63-35, with five Republicans voting against the bill and three Democrats voting for it. Overall, the House’s two-year spending proposal calls for about $71.5 billion in spending, roughly $775 million less in general revenue funds than the governor’s plan. The budget bill is pending in the Ohio Senate, which has been holding hearings on the bill in various Finance subcommittees.  HB 64 will remain in the Senate until early June when it will be sent to a conference committee. The budget bill must be passed and signed into law by July 1st. 


In making its changes to the bill, the House scrapped the governor’s school funding formula. Governor Kasich’s proposal took fire from some lawmakers and numerous school officials because a number of poorer, rural districts were scheduled to receive funding cuts despite an overall spending increase of $459 million over two years. More than half of districts would lose state money under Kasich’s plan. The House version of the budget includes an additional $179 million for schools. Under Kasich’s school-funding plan, 74% of all new money went to midsize and major urban districts while rural districts as a whole received very little. The House plan would provide more new money to rural districts. The House Finance Committee also provided an additional $102 million to help those districts losing funding because of a phase-out of tangible personal property tax reimbursements. 


On the healthcare front, the House version of the budget bill sustained funding for current levels of Medicaid eligibility (138% of poverty), while also creating Medicaid health savings accounts and implementing cost transparency. Since the budget’s introduction Speaker Rosenberger has indicated that his chamber will support reauthorizing funding to cover the Medicaid population but that the House intended to look at how to implement cost transparency measures. Rep. Robert Sprague, who chaired the House Finance: Health & Human Services Subcommittee, said there has been a realization that to make Medicaid sustainable in the long-term, Ohio needs to implement dramatic system overhauls. The House hopes its changes included in HB 64 will give Medicaid recipients an incentive to choose lower cost options because they have “more skin in the game.” 


In other news, Rep. Jim Butler (R-Oakwood) recently unveiled legislation (HB 157) that would implement a series of health care system overhauls aimed to improve financial sustainability, achieve better medical outcomes and provide additional coverage to those who need it. The proposed changes focus on nine major principles, which are based on things that have been done in other states. The legislation largely reflects the Healthier Indiana program, which was proposed as a waiver. Rep. Butler said the goal of measure is to get Ohio's health care and Medicaid spending to be more sustainable. The further consideration of this bill has moved to an informal interested parties process; should that process produce some further direction and consensus, the bill will then move back to committee for additional hearings.

Separately, GAC continues to work to promote the school caseload/workload workgroups proposals to both ODE and the Ohio legislature.  We recently shared the package of proposals with Senate Education Committee Chair, Senator Peggy Lehner and House Education Committee member, Representative Robert Cupp.  Both expressed concern about the possibility of higher caseloads and fewer SLPS in the schools due to impending retirements. In addition, both legislators expressed interest in helping GAC move forward on addressing this important issue should the proposals need statutory implementation.  The next step involves meeting with officials at ODE.  We are hopeful that that meeting will take place soon.

Outside of the legislature, GAC plans to attend a May 12th meeting of the Ohio Board of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology to learn more from advocates who want to seek licensure for music therapists in Ohio via their newly introduced legislation, HB 184.  The Board invited these advocates to the meeting to learn more about their goals and objectives for licensure.  GAC may work with the Board to organize further meetings on this important topic.  We need to ensure that the SLP and AuD scopes of practice are not impacted by the licensure of music therapists, particularly as they seek to intervene in the treatment of communication disorders.  More to come!

We have been tracking the following legislation that has been introduced in the 131st General Assembly: 

	HB64
	OPERATING BUDGET (SMITH R) To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 2015, and ending June 30, 2017, and to provide authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/14/2015 - Senate Medicaid, (Third Hearing)

	 

	HB89
	MEDICAID SCHOOL PROGRAM (DEVITIS A) Regarding the Medicaid School Program.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/29/2015 - House Health and Aging, (Third Hearing)

	 

	HB98
	CHILDHOOD APRAXIA OF SPEECH AWARENESS DAY (BROWN T) To designate the fourteenth day of May as "Childhood Apraxia of Speech Awareness Day."

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/22/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Health and Human Services

	 

	HB109
	STATE HEALTH BENEFIT EXCHANGE (STINZIANO M, ANTONIO N) To create the Ohio Health Benefit Exchange.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/28/2015 - House Insurance, (First Hearing)

	 

	HB157
	HEALTH INSURANCE-MEDICAID (BUTLER, JR. J, JOHNSON T) To revise the laws governing health insurance coverage, medical malpractice claims, the Medicaid program, health care provider discipline, and required and permitted health care provider disclosures; and to create the Nonstandard Multiple Employer Welfare Arrangement Program and to terminate that program after five years.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/5/2015 - House Insurance, (Second Hearing)

	 

	HB184
	MUSIC THERAPY LICENSING (DOVILLA M, ANTONIO N) To require the licensure of music therapists and to require the State Medical Board to regulate the licensure and practice of music therapists.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/5/2015 - Introduced

	 



	SB3
	HIGH PERFORMING SCHOOL DISTRICT EXEMPTION (HITE C, FABER K) To exempt high-performing school districts from certain laws; to revise the law regarding the administration of state primary and secondary education assessments; to permit school districts to contract with hospitals, health care professionals, and educational service centers for school health services; to revise the competitive bidding threshold for school building and repair contracts; and to require the School Facilities Commission to develop a legislative proposal assisting high-performing school districts in purchasing technology, building expansion, and physical alterations to improve school safety or security.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/5/2015 - House Education, (First Hearing)

	 

	SB17
	MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY (CAFARO C) To require the Medicaid program to cover the eligibility expansion group authorized by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act and to make an appropriation.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/11/2015 - Senate Medicaid, (First Hearing)

	 

	SB32
	MEDICAID COVERAGE-TELEMEDICINE (TAVARES C) Regarding insurance and Medicaid coverage of telemedicine services.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/25/2015 - Senate Medicaid, (First Hearing)

	 

	SB72
	MEDICAID-PROMPT PAYMENT (TAVARES C) To specify that the Ohio prompt payment law applies to payment of claims by Medicaid managed care organizations.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/25/2015 - Senate Medicaid, (First Hearing)

	 

	SB86
	NOT-FOR-PROFIT QUARTER AUCTIONS (GARDNER R) To permit charitable organizations to conduct not-for-profit quarter auctions.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/14/2015 - Senate Finance, (First Hearing)

	 

	SB90
	HEALTH CARE WORKER-IDENTIFICATION (TAVARES C) To require that a health care professional wear identification when providing care or treatment in the presence of a patient.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/4/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Health and Human Services

	 

	SB94
	MEDICAID SCHOOL PROGRAM (BACON K, LEHNER P) Regarding the Medicaid School Program.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/25/2015 - Senate Medicaid, (First Hearing)

	 

	SB98
	HEARING AID-COVERAGE (BROWN E) To require health insurers to offer coverage for hearing aids.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/24/2015 - Senate Insurance, (First Hearing)


