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After a brief break for the March Primary Election, state legislators returned to Columbus in April to begin what is shaping up to be an extremely busy spring legislative session. Lawmakers will attempt to complete work on as many legislative initiatives as possible before breaking for summer recess in June. 

On the legislative front, it appears as if Governor Kasich’s mid-biennium review (MBR) proposals will be scaled down from the governor’s previous off-budget year policy proposals, which have included controversial items such as severance tax hikes and massive regulatory overhauls. GAC is paying close attention to the MBR legislation relating to the Department of Developmental Disabilities (HB 483).  This bill just passed the House on a 87-0 vote and is heading to the Senate for further hearings.   
Also in the Legislature, we are keeping a close eye on HB 184, which seeks to license music therapists.  GAC testified, along with the OBSLPA, opposition to the bill in late April.  Our testimony mirrored the letter that we sent to the bill sponsors last fall outlining our concerns.  Following testimony, the committee chair and bill sponsors held an interested parties meeting where our concerns on the bill were discussed with the bill’s proponents.  No progress was made on resolving those concerns.  As a result, the bill is unlikely to move any further this session.
In other Legislative news, the effort to legalize medical marijuana took a significant step forward.  The bill (HB 523) was introduced by Rep. Stephen Huffman after the House spent months studying committee through a special task force. HB 523 passed the House this week on a 75-20 vote and is on the fast track for hearings in the Senate.  The goal is to pass the bill before June 1st, which is the deadline for proponents to voluntarily remove their medical marijuana language from consideration on the November 2016 ballot, 


Outside of the Legislature, we continue to work with our partners on a resolve for the Medicaid Schools program.  After urging from many interested parties, the Ohio Department of Medicaid (ODM) has requested an extension from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) regarding the implementation deadline of August 1st.  However, in order for this extension to be granted a detailed plan of how ODM plans to bring Ohio into compliance, along with specific timeframes, must be submitted to CMS.  Ohio Medicaid Director, John McCarthy, has indicated that this plan should be completed and submitted within the next two months.  This means that we most likely will not see clear answers on the direction ODM is pursuing until mid-summer.  
 
GAC, along with other partners, is pursuing a solution that will be agreeable to both Ohio school districts and ODM/CMS within the interim.  What we do know is that the requirement of obtaining a referral is not going away – it is just a question of whom will be permitted to give that referral.  Best case scenario would result in related service personnel being permitted to be the ORP-only provider of record.  This is the most viable and cost-effective plan for Ohio school districts, and the outcome that we are working towards.  Stay tuned for more on this important issue.

Also on the education front, GAC continues to work with our coalition to gather data about shortages of related service providers in the schools.  You will recall that GAC helped to fund a survey, along with other provider groups, to find out the extent of the shortages across Ohio.  In late March, we got the data back from the 215 school districts that responded.  Upon review of that data we found that no responses had been received from the “Big 8” urban districts; therefore, the survey data did not reflect a large portion of Ohio’s schools and the children they serve.  Accordingly, the coalition reached out specifically to the urban districts and asked them again to respond to the survey.  That outreach has now resulted in 4 of the 8 districts responding with hopefully a few more coming on board soon.  With this new data, we should have a very good picture of the shortage areas when we get the final survey analysis back in early June. 

Finally, GAC participated, along with OAA reps, in an OBSLPA meeting this week to discuss the issue of audiology assistants.  The Board used this opportunity to get a better understanding of the OAA proposal and the details on how it would operate.  GAC provided information on what the process would look like for a legislative change.  It appears that, while there are still some details to resolve, the Board will support moving forward on creating a new statutory category of licensure for audiology assistants.
We have been tracking the following legislation that has been introduced in the 131st General Assembly: 

	HB64
	OPERATING BUDGET (SMITH R) To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 2015, and ending June 30, 2017, and to provide authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.

	 
	Current Status:   
	6/30/2015
SIGNED BY GOVERNOR
Eff. 6/30/15; certain provisions effective 9/29/2015, other dates

	 

	HB89
	MEDICAID SCHOOL PROGRAM (DEVITIS A) Regarding the Medicaid School Program.

	 
	Current Status:   
	1/20/2016 
SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED & REPORTED OUT
House Health and Aging Committee

Sixth Hearing

	 

	HB98
	CHILDHOOD APRAXIA OF SPEECH AWARENESS DAY (BROWN T) To designate May 14 as "Childhood Apraxia of Speech Awareness Day."

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/14/2016 
SIGNED BY GOVERNOR
Eff. in 90 days

	 

	HB109
	STATE HEALTH BENEFIT EXCHANGE (STINZIANO M, ANTONIO N) To create the Ohio Health Benefit Exchange.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/28/2015 

House Insurance Committee

First Hearing

	 

	HB157
	HEALTH INSURANCE-MEDICAID (BUTLER, JR. J, JOHNSON T) To revise the laws governing health insurance coverage, medical malpractice claims, the Medicaid program, health care provider discipline, and required and permitted health care provider disclosures; and to create the Nonstandard Multiple Employer Welfare Arrangement Program and to terminate that program after five years.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/5/2015
House Insurance Committee

Second Hearing

	 

	HB184
	MUSIC THERAPY LICENSING (DOVILLA M, ANTONIO N) To require the licensure of music therapists and to require the State Medical Board to regulate the licensure and practice of music therapists.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/19/2016
House Commerce and Labor Committee

Third Hearing

	 

	HB213
	OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE RENEWAL (BRINKMAN T) To make occupational licenses subject to annual renewal become biennial licenses and to permit a licensee to take continuing education courses online.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/19/2016
House Commerce and Labor Committee

Fourth Hearing

	 

	HB350
	AUTISM TREATMENT-COVERAGE (GROSSMAN C, TERHAR L) To mandate coverage of autism treatment.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/9/2016
House Government Accountability and Oversight Committee

Fourth Hearing

	 

	HB431
	DAY DESIGNATION (SHEEHY M, PATTERSON J) To designate February 17th as "Annie Glenn Communication Disorders Awareness Day."

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/27/2016 
REPORTED OUT
Senate Health and Human Services Committee

Third Hearing

	 

	HB483
	DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES-MBR (AMSTUTZ R) To modify programs administered by the Department of Developmental Disabilities and to make an appropriation.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/10/2016 
House Finance Committee

Third Hearing

	 

	HB488
	CIVIL LIABILITY-VOLUNTEER HEALTH CARE (SPRAGUE R) To modify the qualified immunity from civil liability for volunteer health care services provided to indigent and uninsured persons and to permit health care professionals to earn continuing education credit by providing volunteer health care services to indigent and uninsured persons.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/26/2016 
House Judiciary Committee

First Hearing

	 

	HB523
	MEDICAL MARIJUANA (HUFFMAN S) To authorize the use of marijuana for medical purposes and to establish the Medical Marijuana Control Program.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/11/2016
Senate Government Oversight and Reform Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB3
	HIGH PERFORMING SCHOOL DISTRICT EXEMPTION (HITE C, FABER K) To exempt high-performing school districts from certain laws.

	 
	Current Status:   
	1/27/2016 
House Education Committee

Fourth Hearing

	 

	SB17
	MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY (CAFARO C) To require the Medicaid program to cover the eligibility expansion group authorized by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act and to make an appropriation.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/11/2015 
Senate Medicaid Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB32
	MEDICAID COVERAGE-TELEMEDICINE (TAVARES C) Regarding insurance and Medicaid coverage of telemedicine services.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/25/2015 
Senate Medicaid Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB72
	MEDICAID-PROMPT PAYMENT (TAVARES C) To specify that the Ohio prompt payment law applies to payment of claims by Medicaid managed care organizations.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/25/2015 
Senate Medicaid Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB86
	NOT-FOR-PROFIT QUARTER AUCTIONS (GARDNER R) To permit charitable organizations to conduct not-for-profit quarter auctions.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/14/2015 
Senate Finance Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB90
	HEALTH CARE WORKER-IDENTIFICATION (TAVARES C) To require that a health care professional wear identification when providing care or treatment in the presence of a patient.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/18/2015
Senate Health and Human Services Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB94
	MEDICAID SCHOOL PROGRAM (BACON K, LEHNER P) Regarding the Medicaid School Program.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/25/2015
Senate Medicaid Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB98
	HEARING AID-COVERAGE (BROWN E) To require health insurers to offer coverage for hearing aids.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/24/2015
Senate Insurance Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB208
	STATE INCOME TAX (BEAGLE B) To make technical changes to the state income tax law, to modify the requirements for receiving the joint filing credit.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/15/2015 
SIGNED BY GOVERNOR
Eff. 2/15/2016, Certain provisions effective 11/15/2015

	 

	SB268
	STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS-EMPLOYER (SEITZ B) To modify Ohio civil rights laws related to employment and the statute of limitations for other specified claims against an employer.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/13/2016 
Senate Civil Justice Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB292
	IMMUNITY-VOLUNTEER HEALTH SERVICES (LEHNER P) To modify the qualified immunity from civil liability for volunteer health care services provided to indigent and uninsured persons and to permit health care professionals to earn continuing education credit by providing volunteer health care services to indigent and uninsured persons.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/20/2016
Senate Civil Justice Committee

First Hearing


