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The 2015 General Election stole the show recently as voters weighed in on a number of issues that will determine the future of Ohio. With the election now over, attention will once again turn to the Ohio General Assembly. Legislators face a full slate of legislative issues that they hope to complete before breaking at the end of the year.  

Although the November 3rd election decided the fate of numerous local races and ballot measures, the focus around the state was on the three statewide ballot issues. Issue 1, the plan to reform Ohio’s partisan process for drawing legislative districts, passed by nearly a 3-1 margin. Issue 1, the least controversial issue on the ballot, would establish a seven-member, bipartisan commission to draw Ohio’s legislative districts. The measure will take effect January 1, 2021. The other two ballot proposals related to the legalization of marijuana. Issue 3, which would have legalized marijuana for both recreational and medicinal purposes was overwhelmingly defeated, losing by nearly a 65-35% margin. Issue 2, the competing “anti-monopoly” amendment was the most closely contested statewide issue, passing by just a 4% margin. 
Even though Issue 3 was defeated on the ballot, Speaker Cliff Rosenberger has announced that the House plans a thorough review of legalizing marijuana for medical purposes. At a Statehouse news conference after the election, Speaker Rosenberger told reporters that his chamber will take a “measured approach” that could include state funding for research. Whether or not the legislative effort will have the support of Gov. John Kasich, who was a staunch opponent legalizing marijuana, remains to be seen. 

In other news, Ohio Lt. Governor Mary Taylor recently formed a nonprofit political organization called Onward Ohio to raise money for a potential run at the governor’s office in 2018. Taylor, a one-time state auditor and former state representative, currently serves as Lt. Governor and as director of the Department of Insurance. Her announcement does not come as a surprise as her name has been in the gubernatorial candidate mix for quite some time now. Taylor is one of many who are maneuvering for position in 2018. Other potential candidates include Attorney General Mike DeWine and Secretary of State Jon Husted. 

Also of note, after five years of leading the House of Representatives, Speaker John Boehner resigned from Congress. The West Chester Republican said he initially planned to resign last year, but postponed it when former House Majority Leader Eric Cantor lost in a primary election. Mr. Boehner has served as Speaker since 2011 and previously served as both minority and majority leader of the House. He was first elected to Congress in 1991 after serving five years in the Ohio House. 

With Speaker Boehner’s resignation, Ohio must now find a replacement in Ohio’s 8th Congressional District. After much speculation about who might be interested in the position, two current sitting state lawmakers announced they will run for the seat. Both Senator Bill Beagle and Rep. Tim Derickson are in the running for the open seat, which will be filled by a special election. Governor John Kasich, who is responsible for scheduling the special election, announced that the primary will be held on March 15th, the same date as the standard primary election. The general election will occur on June 7th.  A number of other legislators have removed their names from consideration, including Senate President Keith Faber, who announced he will seek the 84th House District seat being vacated by long-time legislator Rep. Jim Buchy. Mr. Faber’s candidacy was immediately endorsed by Speaker Cliff Rosenberger. 
Outside of elections and politics, GAC has been very busy on several important policy items over the last month.  First, on November 3, 2015, GAC met with Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation (BVR) staff at the Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities (OOD) Agency.  This was a follow up to our August meeting with them where we outlined our concerns with BVR’s decision to reimburse for hearing aids and services following the Medicaid fee schedule.  In this follow up meeting, OBSLPA Executive Director, Gregg Thornton, shared survey data from the Board’s October survey, which showed that 80% of respondents have stopped or are considering stopping being a BVR provider due to the new reimbursement policy.  BVR rebutted those claims suggesting that they still had at least 50 providers across Ohio willing to provide services to BVR clients at the Medicaid rates.

Interestingly, however, in digging in further to their new policy, BVR staff indicated that they were paying “just under $1500 for a set of digital hearing aids.”  We informed BVR that the $1455 digital binaural rate in the Medicaid fee schedule was for consumers under age 21 only.  For adult consumers, the Medicaid rate for digital binaural aids is HALF of the kid’s rate or $727.50.  BVR was very surprised by this news, as they had only looked at the reimbursement appendix and not the hearing aid rule.  This means that from mid-August until now, BVR has been reimbursing a double the Medicaid rate, even though its policy set out that it would pay Medicaid.  We are working with BVR to understand what they intend to do now in terms of a rate and to understand what impact that rate will really have on provider participation.  Stay tuned!
GAC has been meeting with our related service provider workgroup over the last month to discuss conducting a survey of school districts to get a feel for their current staffing levels and projected needs for related service providers.  We met with ODE on October 27th and presented them with a survey tool we created to capture this data.  We asked them if they would be willing to distribute the survey and they were non-committal.  As a result, we are moving forward working on our own with BASA and the ESC association to send out and compile the data.  Once we get that data back (hopefully by the end of this year), we will find the areas where our efforts align and our workgroup will submit a proposal for dealing with school staffing shortages to the legislature for consideration.

In addition to meeting with ODE on the school staffing shortage issues, GAC also met with representatives in the Governor’s workforce development office.  They have indicated that their surveys of broader employment needs in Ohio show that there is indeed a shortage of SLPs.  They have asked us to update them when we get our school survey back.  This is the same group of people that we continue to work with on our Deaf/HH job training proposal.  That effort also continues, with the administration looking further into which market segment will be the right fit for our training efforts.

We have been tracking the following legislation that has been introduced in the 131st General Assembly: 

	HB64
	OPERATING BUDGET (SMITH R) To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 2015, and ending June 30, 2017, and to provide authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.

	 
	Current Status:   
	6/30/2015
SIGNED BY GOVERNOR
Eff. 7/1/15

	 

	HB89
	MEDICAID SCHOOL PROGRAM (DEVITIS A) Regarding the Medicaid School Program.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/13/2015 
SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED
House Health and Aging Committee

Fourth Hearing

	 

	HB98
	CHILDHOOD APRAXIA OF SPEECH AWARENESS DAY (BROWN T) To designate the fourteenth day of May as "Childhood Apraxia of Speech Awareness Day."

	 
	Current Status:   
	10/21/2015
REPORTED OUT
Senate Health and Human Services Committee

Second Hearing

	 

	HB109
	STATE HEALTH BENEFIT EXCHANGE (STINZIANO M, ANTONIO N) To create the Ohio Health Benefit Exchange.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/28/2015
House Insurance Committee

First Hearing

	 

	HB157
	HEALTH INSURANCE-MEDICAID (BUTLER, JR. J, JOHNSON T) To revise the laws governing health insurance coverage, medical malpractice claims, the Medicaid program, health care provider discipline, and required and permitted health care provider disclosures; and to create the Nonstandard Multiple Employer Welfare Arrangement Program and to terminate that program after five years.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/5/2015
House Insurance Committee

Second Hearing

	 

	HB184
	MUSIC THERAPY LICENSING (DOVILLA M, ANTONIO N) To require the licensure of music therapists and to require the State Medical Board to regulate the licensure and practice of music therapists.

	 
	Current Status:   
	6/16/2015
House Commerce and Labor Committee

Second Hearing

	 

	HB213
	OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE RENEWAL (BRINKMAN T) To make occupational licenses subject to annual renewal become biennial licenses and to permit a licensee to take continuing education courses online.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/10/2015
House Commerce and Labor Committee

Second Hearing

	 

	HB372
	EDUCATIONAL SERVICE PERSONNEL (PHILLIPS D) To require city, exempted village, and local school districts to employ, for each 1,000 students, at least five full-time equivalent educational service personnel in specified areas.

	 
	Current Status:   
	10/26/2015

Referred to the House Education Committee

	 

	SB3
	HIGH PERFORMING SCHOOL DISTRICT EXEMPTION (HITE C, FABER K) To exempt high-performing school districts from certain laws.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/19/2015
House Education Committee

Second Hearing

	 

	SB17
	MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY (CAFARO C) To require the Medicaid program to cover the eligibility expansion group authorized by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act and to make an appropriation.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/11/2015
Senate Medicaid Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB32
	MEDICAID COVERAGE-TELEMEDICINE (TAVARES C) Regarding insurance and Medicaid coverage of telemedicine services.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/25/2015
Senate Medicaid Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB72
	MEDICAID-PROMPT PAYMENT (TAVARES C) To specify that the Ohio prompt payment law applies to payment of claims by Medicaid managed care organizations.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/25/2015
Senate Medicaid Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB86
	NOT-FOR-PROFIT QUARTER AUCTIONS (GARDNER R) To permit charitable organizations to conduct not-for-profit quarter auctions.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/14/2015 

Senate Finance Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB90
	HEALTH CARE WORKER-IDENTIFICATION (TAVARES C) To require that a health care professional wear identification when providing care or treatment in the presence of a patient.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/4/2015 

Referred to the Senate Health and Human Services Committee

	 

	SB94
	MEDICAID SCHOOL PROGRAM (BACON K, LEHNER P) Regarding the Medicaid School Program.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/25/2015 
Senate Medicaid Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB98
	HEARING AID-COVERAGE (BROWN E) To require health insurers to offer coverage for hearing aids.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/24/2015
Senate Insurance Committee

First Hearing

	 

	SB208
	STATE INCOME TAX (BEAGLE B) To make technical changes to the state income tax law, to modify the requirements for receiving the joint filing credit.

	 
	Current Status:   
	10/27/2015 
Consideration of House Amendments; Senate Does Concur. Vote 30-0


