
MEET OUR PRESENTERS

ALLISON ACERRA, MA, CCC-SLP
Cleveland Clinic Center for Autism
Allison Acerra is the Coordinator of Speech Language Services at the Cleveland Clinic Center for Autism.
She oversees speech language services for the early childhood and outpatient divisions, provides direct
speech language therapy, and works collaboratively with behavior analysts and teachers. Allison's clinical
interests include apraxia, functional communication training, early literacy skills, social language, and
collaboration. Allison has presented on functional communication training, team teaching, natural
environment training, early learning skills, and social skills at the state and/or national level.

HANNAH AGOSTON, MS, CCC-SLP
Encouraging Words, LLC
Hannah Agoston is a speech-language pathologist, founder of Encouraging
Words therapy practice and Therapy Director at McGuire Orthodontics and
Facial Orthopedics. Ms. Agoston is a Breathe Ambassador and presents
trainings, seminars, and workshops in the areas of Orofacial Myofunctional
Disorders (OMDs) and Orofacial Myofunctional Therapy (Myo). She has
provided in-person and teletherapy services for OMD in collaboration with
dentists and orthodontists since 2020. She provides clinical supervision to
graduate clinicians in the area of Orofacial Myofunctional Therapy assessment
and intervention to youth and adults with language, articulation, swallowing,
and breathing disorders.

SARAH BEVIER, MS, CCC-SLP
SLP Toolkit
Sarah Bevier has worked in the field of speech-language pathology for over 15
years. She is a proud Sun Devil, receiving her undergraduate and graduate
degrees from Arizona State University. Sarah has a passion for solving issues in
the school setting. She is the co-creator of the innovative web app, SLP Toolkit,
which launched in January 2016, as well as Bright Ideas Media, an
ASHA-approved CEU provider that has hosted courses and conferences since
2019 (including SLP Summit, SLP Telecon, The Speech Sound Disorder Series,

The Embracing Expertise Series, and The Equity Series).

WILLIAM BOLDEN III, MA, CCC-SLP
Kent State University
William (Bill) Bolden III is a project coordinator/SLP and doctoral student at
Kent State University. He has worked at the university for several years
providing school-based speech and language services via telepractice.
Additionally, he has supervised graduate student clinicians as part of their
clinical practicum in both on-site and telepractice clinical settings. Bill lectures
on topics related to Telepractice and teaches coursework related to language
disorders in children and adolescents as an adjunct course instructor.



CHARLES H. CARLIN, PHD, CCC-SLP
The University of Akron
Dr. Carlin is an associate professor at The University of Akron. In addition to
teaching at the School of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology, he was the
primary investigator of the Caseload Ratio Study. He created resources on the
workload approach for the Ohio Department of Education and Ohio Master's
Network Initiatives in Education (OMNIE). He teaches courses in literacy,
school-based speech-language pathology services, articulation and phonology
disorders, research methods, and multicultural considerations for clinicians.
Before coming to the University, he worked as a school-based SLP,

speech-language supervisor, and special education supervisor.

TINA CHILDRESS, AUD, CCC-A
See Hear Communication Matters
Tina Childress is an educational audiologist in the mainstream and residential
school settings. As a late-deafened adult with bilateral cochlear implants and
who is fluent in ASL, she is able to seamlessly navigate between the Deaf and
Hearing worlds. Her areas of expertise include assistive technology for visual
and auditory communicators, advocacy to promote accessibility in venues such
as the performing arts and virtual conference platforms, apps and
psychosocial adjustment to hearing loss. Dr. Childress has created numerous
online resources on a variety of technology and accessibility-related subjects.
Her resources can be found at http://TinaChildressAuD.com

DIANNE CLEMENS, MA, CCC-SLP
Butler County Educational Service Center
Dianne Clemens is currently a supervisor of speech-language pathology services for Butler County
Educational Service Center in southwest Ohio. She has worked in the field of speech-language pathology
for over 30 years.  She is an active member of the Ohio School SLP/AUD Supervisory Network.

BARBARA CONRAD, MA, CCC
ESC of Lorain County
Barb Conrad has been a Supervisor of Speech and Language Therapy Services
with the ESC of Lorain County for more than 30 years. She has presented on
workload/caseload at the local, state and national level and supported district
SLP teams in their journey to utilize a workload approach. In addition, Barb is
the SLP Guidelines Coordinator for the new, exciting ODE funded grant. Her
professional passion is recruitment and retention of school based SLPs.

DON D'AMORE MA, CCC-SLP
SpeechPage.com Publishing Co.
Don D'Amore served as a Cleveland Metropolitan Schools’ district-wide
Alternative Augmentative Communication Speech Language Pathologist (AAC
SLP) specialist for over 22 years until his retirement in 2021. Prior to this, he
was a school-based SLP for the same district for 13 years. In addition to his
school-age population experiences, Mr. D'Amore has worked part-time as an
SLP for over 30 years with adult individuals using AAC systems. Mr. D'Amore is
also the co-owner of SpeechPage.com Publishing Co. SpeechPage and its

http://tinachildressaud.com


affiliated TpT Store feature speech language and other educational materials which Mr. D'Amore has
both illustrated and designed. In October 2009, Mr. D'Amore was the recipient of the annual Honors of
OSSPEAC Award.

HILARY DAVIS, AUD, CCC-A
Vanderbilt University Medical Center
Hilary Davis is a pediatric and educational audiologist employed by the
Vanderbilt University Medical Center. In addition to working with pediatric
patients in the clinic and school setting, Dr. Davis works as a research
audiologist, studying the effects of listening-related fatigue on school-age
children with hearing differences. She has presented on listening fatigue at
local, state, and national conferences and has published several articles on the
topic. She is interested in improving educational outcomes for students with
hearing differences.

MICHELLE L.W. DAWSON, MS, CCC-SLP, CLC
First Bite: Fed, Fun, Functional
Michelle Dawson is the Coordinator for Clinical Education and Assistant
Clinical Professor with the Master of Speech-Language Pathology at Francis
Marion University in Florence, SC. She is the host of the podcast, “First Bite:
Fed, Fun, Functional.” Recently, Michelle authored "Chasing the Swallow:
Truth, Science, and Hope for Pediatric Feeding and Swallowing Disorders." She
is an accomplished lecturer; delivering courses on best practices for
evaluation and treatment of the medically complex infant, toddler, and child
with respect to pediatric oropharyngeal dysphagia, pediatric feeding disorder,
as well as language acquisition within the framework of Early Intervention.

She is a 2020 recipient of the Pediatric Feeding Disorder Awareness Champion from Feeding matters and
a 2021 recipient of the Louis M. DiCarlo Award for Outstanding Clinical Achievement from the South
Carolina Speech, Language, and Hearing Association.

LANA DENNISON, MS, CCC-SLP
Nationwide Children's Hospital
Lana Dennison is a speech-language pathologist at Nationwide Children's Hospital. She evaluates and
treats pediatric patients in the outpatient setting. Lana specializes in the areas of augmentative and
alternative communication, speech sound disorders including phonology and childhood apraxia of
speech, autism intervention, social language, and early intervention. She is passionate about patient and
family centered care, collaboration across settings and disciplines, and creative yet functional
intervention. Prior to working at NCH, she worked in autism scholarship school settings.

LINDSEY DINO, MA, CCC-SLP
Miami County Educational Service Center
Lindsey Dino is a speech-language pathologist with 9 years of experience working with students from
preschool through high school with a wide array of needs and abilities. Lindsey is currently serving as the
preschool itinerant speech-language pathologist for the Miami County Educational Service Center where
she has worked in a variety of SLP roles. Lindsey has been a preschool therapist for all of her career and
feels passionately about setting our youngest learners up for lifelong success through high quality
services and programming.



MICHELE DOLENSKY, MA, CCC-SLP/ATP
Stark County Educational Service Center
Michele Dolensky is a speech-language pathologist who has worked at the Stark
County Educational Service Center for over 9 years. At the SCESC she is a
member of the ATAAC (Assistive Technology Augmentative Alternative
Communication) Team, Feeding and Swallowing Team, and serves as the SLP for
students with autism in the RISE (Reaching Independence through Structured
Education) program. Michele received her bachelor’s degree from the
University of Akron and her master’s degree from Kent State University. She is a
LAMP Certified Professional from the Center for AAC and Autism and a RESNA

Certified Assistive Technology Professional (ATP).

LYNN M. DUDEK MS, CCC-SLP, MBA, BCBA, COBA
ASDSLP, LLC
Lynn M. Dudek is owner of ASDSLP, LLC and Director of Clinical Operations
with Empower Behavioral Health and Intervention. She is a speech-language
pathologist who has specialized in the treatment of autism spectrum disorder
for 30 years. Lynn was a contributing author to Autism Spectrum Disorders: A
Handbook for Parents and Professionals, and co-authored with Brenda
Smith-Myles, Augmentative and Alternative Communication for Learners with
Asperger Syndrome in the ASHA Special Interest Division-Augmentative and
Alternative Communication December 2007 edition. Lynn was a past co-chair
of the 2008 OSSPEAC convention and presenter at several OSSPEAC events.

Her passion for advocacy, education, and effective treatment directs her professional and personal
activities.

TAMARA DUJMOVIC-BRACAK, MA, CCC-SLP
Cleveland Clinic Center for Autism
Tamara Dujmovic-Bracak is a speech-language pathologist working for the Cleveland Clinic Center for
Autism. She currently works in the early childhood and early elementary divisions. Tamara's clinical
interests include functional communication training, AAC, and social skills training.

KRIS ENGLISH, PHD
The University of Akron
Kris English is a Professor Emeritus at the University of Akron. She has authored
numerous books and chapters, and has presented over 350 workshops and
papers in 13 countries. Her service to the profession includes 5 years on the
board of the American Academy of Audiology (president in 2009-2010) and 10
years on the board of the Educational Audiology Association (president in
1997). She created and writes for a web forum called
AdvancingAudCounseling.com, and welcomes submissions from students,
faculty and practitioners.



TERESA FARNHAM, MA, CCC-SLP
Clarity for Communication, LLC
Teresa Farnham has more than 40 years of experience working with children
and adults with communication disorders as a speech-language pathologist,
speech pathology supervisor, and assistive technology consultant, including
20+ years in schools. She is the sole proprietor of Clarity for Communication
LLC, a speech-language pathology private practice. Teresa has served as ASHA
SEAL from Ohio, and as President, SLP-at-Large and Conference Chair for the
Ohio School Speech Pathology and Educational Audiology Coalition
(OSSPEAC). She has given numerous presentations at the regional and state
level on assistive technology, language and literacy, and best practices in

speech-language pathology. She has also presented at ASHA, and the Assistive Technology Industry
Association national conference.

DONALD M. GOLDBERG, PHD, CCC-SLP/A
College of Wooster
Donald M. Goldberg, PhD, CCC-SLP/A, LSLS Cert. AVT, ASHA Fellow -- is a Professor and Chair, Department
of Communication Sciences and Disorders, College of Wooster AND on the Professional Staff, Cleveland
Clinic, Section of Audiology in the Head and Neck Institute, Hearing Implant Program (HIP). Dr. Goldberg
has approximately 40 years of experience teaching, continues providing clinical care, and actively pursues
clinical research studies in the area of Auditory Rehabilitation. A former President of both the AG Bell
Association for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and the AG Bell Academy of Listening and Spoken
Language, he is recipient of the Honors of AG Bell and as an Outstanding Alumni of the University of
Florida (2010). He has published widely in the field and is the co-author of "Educational Audiology for the
Limited Hearing Infant and Preschooler: An Auditory-Verbal Approach" (Pollack, Goldberg, & Caleffe
Schenck,1997) and has presented locally, state-wide, in 45 of our United States, and throughout Canada,
Europe, Asia, the Middle East, and Australia. Dr. Goldberg's areas of expertise include the auditory,
speech, and language outcomes of children with hearing loss using hearing aids and/or cochlear
implants; auditory-verbal teaching/training; counseling; among others. His "Test of Auditory Functioning"
(TAF) is soon to be published by BlueTree Publishing.

DAVE GORDEY, PHD
Oticon A/S
Dave Gordey, Ph.D., has been a pediatric audiologist for almost thirty years.
Dave is the director of pediatric audiology and research for Oticon, and an
adjunct professor at Western University. Dave's current research projects
include pediatric hearing aids, unilateral hearing loss, functional
communication deficits in children with normal peripheral hearing, and the
social and emotional development of children with hearing loss.

ROSE GRIFFIN, CCC-SLP BCBA
ABA SPEECH
Rosemarie Griffin is an ASHA certified Speech-Language Pathologist and Board
Certified Behavior Analyst. She divides her time between a public school and
her own private practice, ABA SPEECH. She is the founder of ABA SPEECH. ABA
SPEECH offers therapy services, courses, consultations and products geared
towards helping autistic students find their voice. Rose is also the host of the
Autism Outreach Podcast, a weekly show all about autism and
communication. She is a sought after speaker who enjoys connecting with
audiences at the local, state and national level. Rose is passionate about the
mission of ABA SPEECH, which is to help all students become more

independent communicators.



STEVEN GRIFFIN, MA, CCC-SLP
Steven M. Griffin has worked in the public schools for 25 years and is currently the
Literacy Coordinator for the Worthington School District, Columbus, Ohio. Steve
has presented nationally and internationally on the topics of early literacy
intervention and dyslexia. He also taught in the Department of Speech and
Hearing Science at The Ohio State University for 16 years. Steve has had extensive
success in the public school setting leading district wide transformations aligned
to the science of reading. His determination and advocacy for children have led
to state level leadership opportunities, the acquisition of a million dollar
Comprehensive Literacy State Development Grant and an appointment to the

Ohio Dyslexia Committee. Steve serves on the Ohio Speech and Hearing Professionals Board. He is the
recipient of the 2009 Ruth Beckey Irwin Best Clinical Practices Award and the 2012 Nancy Lee McKinley
Leadership Mentoring Award.

SUE GROGAN-JOHNSON, PHD, CCC-SLP
Kent State University
Sue Grogan-Johnson is a professor in speech-language pathology at Kent State
University, Kent, Ohio. She teaches courses in pediatric and adult language
disorders and directs the school-based telepractice project at the university.
She presents on topics related to school-age language disorders and
telepractice. Her research interests are in the area of the application of
telepractice to school-age populations.

Jennifer Heim, MA, CCC-SLP, MEd
Educational Service Center of Lorain County
Jennifer Heim has over 30 years experience in speech-language pathology and
assistive technology and has supported students with a wide range of
disabilities in school districts as well as county board of developmental
disability settings. Ms. Heim holds master's degrees in both speech-language
pathology and assistive technology. She currently serves as the assistant
director for State Support Team Region 2, which serves Erie, Huron, and Lorain
counties in Ohio. In that role, she assists school districts in ensuring that all
students have access to high-quality first-time instruction.

MARIE IRELAND, MED, CCC-SLP, BCS-CL
Charles Sturt University
Marie Ireland is an adjunct research associate at Charles Sturt University. She
provides professional development on child language, evidence-based practice,
dynamic assessment and the impact of socio-economic, cultural and linguistic
differences. She is a board-certified specialist in child language and language
disorders and served as ASHA's Vice President for SLP Practice (2018-2020).



LISA KATHMAN, MS, CCC-SLP
SLP Toolkit
Lisa Kathman has been an SLP for 25 years. Her entire career has focused on
pediatrics. She served as the lead SLP in the largest school district in Arizona
for 6 years. Lisa has a passion for solving issues in the school setting. She is the
co-creator of the innovative web app, SLP Toolkit, which launched in January
2016, as well as Bright Ideas Media, an ASHA-approved CEU provider that has
hosted courses and conferences since 2019 (including SLP Summit, SLP Telecon,
The Speech Sound Disorder Series, The Embracing Expertise Series, and The
Equity Series).

KATHY KEAGGY, MA, CCC-SLP
Columbiana County Educational Service Center
Kathy Keaggy is a school-based SLP, Co-Founder of the Squeaky Wheel Theater Company, and an avid
volunteer in her community. Ms. Keaggy earned her master’s degree from Kent State University and has
been a school-based SLP for 23 years. Ms. Keaggy's professional experiences include serving as
co-operating SLP for master's level students, a mentor through ASHA's STEP Program, a supervisor for
CFYs, a liaison for Kent State University, and an administrator for a public school district. She serves
students in preschool through transition services. Ms. Keaggy's personal and professional goals are to
break down systematic barriers in communities so that all people may participate in a more inclusive
environment through collaboration and education.

BERNADETTE LAUGHLIN, MA, ESQ.
Ohio Department of Education
Bernadette Laughlin is the Related Services Specialist in the Office for
Exceptional Children at the Ohio Department of Education. A school
speech-language pathologist before becoming a special education attorney,
Laughlin has served in many roles at the Department including overseeing
special education related services, dispute resolution, complaint investigation,
coordination of Ohio's due process hearings, training of hearing officers,
improving literacy outcomes, addressing personnel shortages and equity issues
in special education. Laughlin holds a B.S. and M.A. from the Ohio State
University, and a Juris Doctorate from Capital University.

Tracy Mail, MA, CCC-SLP
Tracy Mail has been employed at State Support Team Region 8 for 26
years as an educational consultant. Her responsibilities involve
professional development, technical assistance, and coaching in the
areas of service delivery models for inclusionary practices, assistive
technology and access to the curriculum, multi-tiered systems of
support, universal design for learning, executive functioning, and
literacy. Ms. Mail also serves as an adjunct instructor for Ashland
University.



STACIE MAMULA, MA, CCC-SLP
Revere Local School District
Stacie Mamula is a speech-language pathologist for Revere Local Schools. She has over 20 years of
school experience working with middle school and high school students, including the 12+ population.
Stacie serves students with a wide range of disabilities in a variety of settings. She has supervised
graduate students in the AAC concentration at the University of Akron. School culture, collaboration, and
providing social opportunities outside of school for her students are all things she is passionate about.
Stacie started the RMS Gaming Club and currently serves as an advisor for the RHS social group called
Strong Teens.

KRISTIN MARTINEZ, MA, CCC-SLP
PresenceLearning
Kristin Martinez received her master’s of arts degree in speech, language and
hearing sciences from the University of Colorado at Boulder, and has been a
speech-language pathologist for over 20 years. Kristin provided
speech-language services to children in her local school district and in private
practice before starting as a teletherapist with PresenceLearning in 2013.
Kristin has supported teletherapy services for hundreds of school districts and

has presented on the topic of teletherapy nationwide. She currently serves as the Clinical Director for
PresenceLearning.

KATHY MCDERMOTT, MA, CCC-SLP
Montgomery County ESC
Kathy McDermott is a supervisor at the Montgomery County ESC and has been a speech-language
pathologist for over 30 years. She has provided in-services for speech-language pathologists and teachers
throughout Montgomery County. Kathy is an active member of the Ohio School SLP/AUD Supervisory
Network.

Bethany McFerin, MA, CCC-SLP
Lancaster City Schools
Bethany McFerin is a speech-language pathologist who has worked for the Lancaster City School District
for 13 years, serving elementary age students. She previously presented on the topic of SLP/OT
collaboration at a local SLP continuing education session at the Pickaway County ESC.

MICHAEL MCLEOD, MA, CCC-SLP TSSLD
GrowNOW ADHD
Michael McLeod is an ASHA-Certified speech-language pathologist and
executive function/ADHD specialist. Michael focuses on the unique and
innovative skill of internal language while constructing interpersonal
relationships and meaningful varied experiences for students. The
evidence-based GrowNOW model utilizes a holistic approach towards
decreasing prompt dependency and strengthening independence, through the
lens of the academic, social, and emotional methodology. Michael is the owner
of GrowNOW Therapy Services, LLC, a specialized private practice in

Philadelphia, PA. He partners with several public and private schools to assist them in developing their
executive functioning programming, by training staff and working directly with students. Michael has
presented nationally and internationally, training families and professionals on his unique GrowNOW
Treatment Model for Fostering Executive Functions & Resiliency.



KATIE MONTAGUE, MA, CCC-SLP, LSLS CERT. AVT
Wee Listen and Talk
Katie is a nationally-recognized speech-language pathologist with more than a decade of experience
working with children who are deaf or hard of hearing. Since 2004, Katie has been certified by the
Alexander Graham Bell Academy for Listening and Spoken Language as a Listening and Spoken Language
Specialist in Auditory-Verbal Therapy (LSLS Cert. AVT). She has seen clients privately since 2006, helping
children as young as 5 weeks and as old as 14 years. Previously, she worked for 3 years at Chattering
Children, and Auditory-Verbal Center, in McLean, VA, and for 6 months with the Helen Beebe Speech and
Hearing Center near Philadelphia, PA. Katie has taught graduate level courses, and has also supervised
interns in her private practice and at the graduate school speech and hearing clinic at George
Washington University (GWU). Katie earned her M.A. in speech therapy from the University of Akron in
2001, where she participated in the Auditory Verbal Clinic, and her B.A. in Communications Sciences from
the College of Wooster in 1999.

LAURA L MOORER, MA, CCC-SLP
Apraxia Kids
Laura Moorer has a bachelor's degree in education of the deaf, a master's degree in speech-language
pathology from Texas Woman’s University (TWU), and holds a Texas SLP license and the ASHA Certificate
of Clinical Competence. She is recognized by Apraxia Kids for having advanced training and expertise in
childhood apraxia of speech. Laura has experience working in public schools, private practice, early
childhood intervention programs, and with adults with developmental disorders. She worked at Texas
Woman’s University for 26 years teaching undergraduate and graduate courses, providing clinical
supervision and as the program director for the speech-language pathology graduate program. Over the
past 12 years, Laura has developed a passion and expertise for helping children who have childhood
apraxia of speech (CAS). In the TWU on-campus speech-language and hearing clinic, she oversaw the
provision of evaluations and therapy for children with CAS including a 2 week intensive CHAMP camp
specifically for children with motor planning issues. She has presented to SLPs on evaluation and
treatment of CAS at local, state, national and international venues and developed and taught a graduate
course on pediatric motor speech disorders. Laura has also been involved in several research projects to
help increase the knowledge base of the profession in the areas of diagnosing and treating children with
CAS. She is currently the VP of Programs with the Apraxia Kids non-profit organization, dedicated to
supporting professionals and families dealing with CAS.

TINA MORENO, MA, CCC-SLP, ATP
Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental Disabilities
Tina Moreno is a speech-language pathologist who specializes in augmentative
and alternative communication (AAC). She serves the Cuyahoga County Board
of Developmental Disabilities where she works with area school districts as a
consultant, conducting AAC evaluations, coaching educational personnel and
families in implementing AAC and providing training. She received her master's
degree in speech-language pathology from Cleveland State University. She is a
member of ASHA and an Assistive Technology Professional through RESNA. She

is serving on the medical advisory board of Hope for HIE and is the 2022-2023 Vice President of People
Who Use AAC and their families of the US chapter of the International Society for Augmentative and
Alternative Communication. She is co-founder and co-director of Camp ALEC, a summer literacy camp for
children with significant disabilities who use AAC.

http://nc.agbell.org/NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=1244


OLIVIA MURPHY-ROGERS, MA, CCC-SLP
BAYADA Pediatrics
Olivia Murphy-Rogers is an early childhood speech-language pathologist. She currently works in early
intervention providing services to children aged birth to 3 years with a variety of diagnoses. Olivia’s
clinical interests include functional communication training and social language.

MICHAEL NIEPORTE

Plain Local School District
Mike Nieporte is a high school business teacher at GlenOak High School in Stark County. He is a business
professional with a strong background and experience in sales and management. Passionate about
teaching, training and development, Mike effectively combines a strong sense of urgency around
performance with a sense of humor and excellent communication skills to achieve high standards and
results. Mike and his wife Amy (a SLP who currently supervises at the Stark County ESC) have 3 children
and live in Canton, OH.

CARA M. O'FLANNIGAN, MA, CCC-SLP
Kent State University
Cara M. O'Flannigan is an associate lecturer and clinical instructor at Kent
State University and also works as a speech-language pathologist at
Encouraging Words, LLC and Southwest General Hospital. In the past six years
at KSU, Cara has taught graduate courses on the topics of autism spectrum
disorder and motor speech disorders. Cara also provides orofacial
myofunctional therapy at Encouraging Words Therapy. Cara is the current
President of OSSPEAC.

JOSEPH PETRARCA, MA, CCC-SLP
Ohio Department of Education
Joe is an Associate Director in the Office for Exceptional Children at the Ohio
Department of Education, a position he has held for the past three years. Joe
has held leadership positions at the local and regional levels as directors of
student services/pupil personnel and human resources. One of the highlights of
Joe's career was when he served as president-elect, president and past
president of OSSPEAC.

As the primary author of Each Child Means Each Child: Ohio's Plan to Improve
Learning Experiences and Outcomes for Students with Disabilities, Joe has
provided local and regional presentations to professional organizations,
districts and educational service centers.

MICHELLE PICKETT, MS, CCC-SLP
Stark County Educational Service Center
Michelle Pickett is a speech-language pathologist currently serving the Stark
County Educational Service Center. She works with K-12 students in the
multiple-disabilities program and is an AAC consultant on the Assistive
Technology Augmentative-Alternative Communication (ATAAC) Team. As part
of this team, Michelle presents several AAC courses annually, including
Introduction to AAC, Functional AAC Assessment, Intervention with Students
with Complex Communication Needs, AAC Funding, and AAC and Literacy.
Michelle received her bachelor's degree in Cognitive Science from



Northwestern University and a master’s degree in Communication Sciences and Disorders from Florida
State University.

JUDY RICH, EDD, CCC-SLP, BCS-CL
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association
Judy Rich is a Professor of Practice in Speech-Language Pathology at the
University of Texas at Dallas, and an educational consultant specializing in
school related issues for quality speech-language pathology services. She is a
Board-Certified Specialist in Child Language. Judy has written and presented
workshops on a variety of topics for school based SLPs and served in school
districts as an SLP, special education director, and assistant superintendent. She
has also served as President of the Texas Speech-Language-Hearing Association

and is the 2022 ASHA President.

MOLLY SCHENKER MA, CCC-SLP
Play on Words LLC; The Informed SLP
Molly is a speech language pathologist working in private practice and in
Head Start preschool programs. She is a doctoral student at Kent State
University, studying hyperlexia and speech perception. She co-owns a private
practice and works as a writer and topic editor for The Informed SLP. Molly is
a certified PLAY and Teaching PLAY consultant, and has delivered community
presentations on these programs. As an adjunct instructor at Kent State,
Molly has taught several courses related to speech science, early language
development, and autism.

CORTNEY M SCHOENE MA, CCC-SLP
Marysville Exempted Village School District
Cortney Schoene is a speech-language pathologist with Marysville Exempted Village School District. She
evaluates and treats students with moderate to profound needs from kindergarten through 8th grade.
She specializes in the areas of augmentative and alternative communication, multiple disabilities, autism
intervention, as well as social language. She is passionate about developing functional communication,
focusing on strategies that facilitate and promote generalization of skills, co-treating within the
academic setting, collaboration across settings and disciplines, and creating intervention that is both
engaging and functional. Prior to working for Marysville Schools, Cortney worked for two pediatric
hospital systems.

CARRIE SPANGLER, AUD, CCC-A
Summit County Educational Service Center
Dr. Carrie Spangler has over 20 years of experience as a professional in the field of audiology and has a
lifetime of personal experience living with hearing loss. She has presented locally, nationally, and
internationally on topics related to educational and pediatric hearing loss. In addition, she has
experience in facilitating support groups for students with hearing loss with a focus on self-advocacy and
transition skills. Currently employed at Summit Educational Service Center in Ohio, Dr. Spangler provides
educational audiology outreach services. Her areas of interest include educational audiology for all
students with hearing loss, teens and support groups, advocacy, and humanitarian audiology. Dr.
Spangler initiated the TALK (Teaching Auditory Learning in Kids) listening and spoken language preschool
program in Summit County. She also created the Hit It! program (Hearing Impaired Teens Interacting
Together) which is a support group for teens with hearing loss. She currently serves as the secretary for
the Ohio Speech and Hearing Professionals Board. In 2021, the American-Speech-Language Hearing
Association presented Dr. Spangler with its ASHA Fellow award.



RYAN TAYLOR, EDS, LSP, BLSP
Ryan Taylor is currently a school psychologist for Lorain City School District and Lead School Psychologist
for the Center for Effective Living,  where has worked with people who stutter.  He holds an education
specialist degree from the University of Toledo in school psychology, and is dual-licensed by both the
Ohio Department of Education and the Ohio Board of Psychology.

KATHERINE E TEHRANI (FINANCIAL PROFESSIONAL)
Equitable Advisors
Katherine E. Tehrani is a Financial Professional in the Retirement Benefits
Group (RBG) with Equitable Advisors. She serves school staff as well as private
clients, providing financial strategies including retirement planning,
investment services, life insurance, long-term care, disability insurance, and
college planning. Katherine holds her Ohio Life and Health, FINRA Securities
Industry Essentials and FINRA Series 7 Licenses. Providing peace of mind
through straightforward, individualized financial solutions is Katherine’s

passion. Katherine’s clients are individuals and families who seek guidance to create and stick to a
long-term financial plan that generates financial security through the retirement years. Retirement
Benefits Group is a specialized division of Equitable Advisors, LLC (Equitable Financial Advisors in MI &
TN). Securities offered through Equitable Advisors, LLC (NY, NY 212-314-4600), member FINRA, SIPC
(Equitable Financial Advisors in MI & TN). Annuity and insurance products offered through Equitable
Network, LLC. AGE 4746452.1 05/22 (Exp. 05/24).

GREGG THORNTON, ESQ.
Ohio Speech and Hearing Professionals Board
Gregg Thornton serves as the Executive Director of the Ohio Speech and Hearing Professionals Board
which oversees the licensure requirements for the practices of audiology, speech-language pathology,
and hearing aid dealing and fitting. He received his bachelor of arts degree in political science from
Howard University and juris-doctorate degree from Case Western Reserve University School of Law. He is
a licensed attorney focusing in the area of administrative and regulatory law. He has co-authored and is
frequently invited to speak locally and nationally on the topic of resolving ethical dilemmas related to
speech-language pathology and audiology.

CARYN TIMMERMAN, MS, CCC-SLP
State Support Team Region 6
Caryn Timmerman is a speech-language pathologist employed with State
Support Team Region 6. Caryn’s focus as an SLP has primarily been with
students with multiple disabilities as well as students with autism spectrum
disorder. Caryn has experience with the evaluation of AAC and assistive
technology in classroom environments for students. Caryn also works with the
special education team at SST6. Caryn received her undergraduate degree
from Ball State University and her master’s of education degree from the
University of Toledo.



KATHLEEN TOBIAS, MA, CCC-SLP
Lake Local School District
Kathleen Tobias has been a practicing speech-language pathologist for 36 years and currently serves
students in grades 2nd-12th in the Lake Local School District. The majority of Kathy's current workload
includes therapy for middle and high school students and consultation with school staff. Kathy has
supervised graduate students for 30+ years in varying settings. At county and state levels, Kathy has
presented on the topics of serving secondary students. Her particular areas of interests include: autism
spectrum disorders, executive function and selective mutism. In 2021, Kathy was presented with the
Honors of OSSPEAC  Award.

RYAN TAYLOR, EDS, LSP BLSP
Lorain City School District
Ryan Taylor is currently employed at Lorain City School District  as a School Psychologist and Center for
Effective Living as the Lead School Psychologist.  He holds an Education Specialist degree from the
University of Toledo in School Psychology, and is dual-licensed by both the Ohio Department of Education
and the Ohio Board of Psychology.  Mr. Taylor is new to presenting on this topic but has worked with
stuttering in a clinical setting at the Center for Effective Living.

RACHEL VOVOS, AUD, CCC-A
Cleveland Clinic
Rachel Vovos, AuD, CCC-A, is an audiologist at Cleveland Clinic Willoughby Hills Family Health Center and
Main Campus. She has experience working for a cochlear implant manufacturer and in a clinical/hospital
setting. Her clinical interests include implantable hearing technology, hearing aids, pediatric testing , and
auditory (re)habilitation. Dr. Vovos also provides auditory-based therapy for children and adults who
have hearing loss.

LYNDSEY WELCH, MA, CCC-SLP
Cleveland Clinic Center for Autism
Lyndsey Welch is a speech-language pathologist working for the Cleveland Clinic Center for Autism.
Lyndsey currently works in the early childhood division. Lyndsey is most interested in working with
students with functional communication needs, AAC, and social communication. During a typical day, she
collaborates with other SLPs, teachers, administrators, and BCBAs.

BETHANY WHIDDEN, MA, CCC-SLP
Miami County Educational Service Center
Bethany Whidden is currently serving as a related services supervisor for the Miami County Educational
Service Center. She has practiced as a speech-language pathologist for 14 years working with students
across the age spectrum, from early intervention through high school graduation. Her passion lies in
early intervention and preschool, including involving classroom staff in learning best practices for
implementation of communication interventions in the classroom. For the past five years, she has served
as a supervisor of speech-language pathologists, school psychologists, and social workers.



GAIL M. WHITELAW, PHD
The Ohio State University
Gail M. Whitelaw is an audiologist, clinical associate professor, and is the
Clinic Director in Speech and Hearing Science at The Ohio State University in
Columbus, OH. Dr. Whitelaw has a broad range of clinical interests including
pediatrics, tinnitus assessment and management, and suprathreshold
auditory disorders. She provides direct patient care and also precepts AuD
students in clinical rotations. Dr. Whitelaw is a frequent presenter on the topic
of APD and often consults with school districts on this topic. She is also a
member of the Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and Other
Disorders (LEND) grant, an interdisciplinary training grant designed to create
opportunities for advocacy and interprofessional education/practice.

JULIA A. WOLFF, MED

Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental Disabilities
Julie Wolff graduated from Kent State University with a bachelor’s of arts
degree in special education-multiple handicaps. From 1989 - 2007, Julia was a
classroom instructor at Green Road Developmental Center and a satellite
teacher in Garfield Heights. In 2007, Julia began her position as Assistive
Technology Specialist with the Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental
Disabilities. In this role, Julia provides support to individuals of all ages and
functioning levels both within the agency and in the community. She has
presented numerous in-services on computer access, adaptability of programs
for students with special needs, and the various aspects of assistive
technology.


