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Presented by:   Lauren Keller, Au.D. 





Agenda 
• Background:  WHY are we discussing this? 

• The Ohio EHDI System

• The Foundation of EI + the IFSP

• The Bridge over Transition Processes

• Tool(s) in the Education System

• Action Steps + Closing: Practical Takeaways and Discussion
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Learner Outcomes: 
By the end of this session, participants will be able to:

1. List some key timelines and documents required to transition a D/HH child from 

an IFSP to an IEP in Ohio.

2. Identify key professionals across disciplines to include when building a 

collaborative family roadmap.

3. Describe at least two practical strategies to improve communication between 

EHDI, early intervention, and school-age teams.
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ACRONYM ROUNDUP
• D/HH = D/deaf; hard of hearing

• EHDI = Early Hearing Detection and Intervention

• HSP =  Hearing service provider 

• EI = Early Intervention

• DCY = Department of Children and Youth (formerly Office of Early Learning and School Readiness)

• DEW = Ohio Department of Education and Workforce (formerly Ohio Department of Education)

• IDEA = Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

• Part C = Under IDEA, Ohio’s statewide system of coordinated services from birth TO 3.

• Part B = Under IDEA in Ohio, special education services, rights, and funding.

• IFSP = Individualized Family Service Plan

• EISC = Early intervention service coordinator

• DS = Developmental specialist

• PSP = Primary service provider

• SSP = Secondary service provider

• TPC = Transition planning conference

• LEA = Local education agency



Why are we discussing this?
• Changes in Ohio Early Intervention over the last 10-12 years.

• Operating in SILOS – from diagnosis, through clinical 
experiences, EI, and school district.

• Associated risks of this disconnect = 
•  Miscommunication(s)
• Unclear picture (i.e., missing audiological data, delayed services)
• Poor handoff/transitions

• Belief in the SHARED MISSION for optimal experiences and 
outcomes for D/HH children AND their families
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EHDI
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EHD(I) to EARLY INTERVENTION BREAKDOWN 

• The current process does not operate on a feedback loop.

• There are many processes in place, but limited 
communication between each other!



https://ochids.childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/public/refer
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PART C

EHDI
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EHDI 
(Part C)
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PART C
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Coaching is an 
interactive process that 
promotes a caregiver’s 
ability to support a 
child’s participation, 
learning, and 
development in 
everyday experiences 
and interactions across 
settings.
(Rush & Shelden, 2011). 
(From Cari Ebert presentation)
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Knowing 
this, how 
may this 
impact 
families’ 
experiences?



IFSP OVERVIEW
• Develop OUTCOMES

1. Functional + measurable
2. Individualized to the child + family
3. Aligned with assessment data
4. Time-bound
5. Family-centered
6. Compliance with federal + state law

• Professionals involved (as part of the TEAM to the FAMILY)
• Service Coordinator (EISC)
• PSP / SSP

• DS
• PT
• OT
• SLP 
• HSP
• Vision specialist (TVI/OMS)

• Others
• Social worker
• Behavioral specialist
• Other early intervention service providers



TRANSDISCIPLINARY 
TEAMING

• Truly collaborative approach where 
professionals from different 
disciplines work on a TEAM

• Cross traditional boundaries

• Share roles

• Cross-train

• Must operate this way for the PSP 
model to be successful. 

• Interventions are to be delivered 
through this integrated plan with 
specialists working together.
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PART C

PART B
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PART C

PART B



22

PART C

PART B
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PART C

PART B
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PART C – ETR/IEP

What are some key 
differences in the 
IEP meeting 
(compared to clinical 
appointment or EI)?
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PART C



Action Steps + Closing: Practical 
Takeaways and Discussion
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Action Steps + Closing: Practical 
Takeaways and Discussion
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