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Stacey Gardner is a licensed speech language pathologist. 
She has worked at Orange City Schools for 30 years with 
students from preschool to 7th grade. She has served on 
the OSSPEAC Board over the last 10 years on a variety of 
committees, as SLP at Large, as Secretary and as 
President. She enjoys teaching children of all ages to 
communicate. Stacey graduated with an undergraduate 
degree from the College of Wooster and a master’s degree 
from Kent State University.

Brooke Gasiewski is a practicing elementary school based 
speech-language pathologist. Brooke is an active ASHA 
member and OSSPEAC member. She has worked for 
Orange City Schools for 4 years previously with grades 3-4 
and currently with preschool students. Brooke is especially 
interested in working with students who have complex 
communication needs. Brooke graduated with an 
undergraduate and masters degree from Kent State 
University. 
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1. You will be able to plan weekly small group lessons for students using SGDs in 
elementary school targeting literacy, functional communication, social interactions 
and language goals.
2. You will learn strategies to implement modeling for staff across the classroom 
setting.

Overall Goal of This Session

Teaching SGD



What is a speech generating device?
A speech generating device (SGD) falls under the augmentative and alternative communication 
(AAC) umbrella. A SGD uses voice output that produces speech for individuals that cannot be 
understood, cannot use their voices, or need alternate modes of communication. For this 
presentation we will be referencing high tech devices used on a dedicated device or iPad.

Voice output
Symbols, pictures, or 
text used to speak a 

message using artificial 
speech 

Access methods
Direct selection, 

switches, eyegaze, 
pointers are some ways 

to access a SGD

Common systems
There are many 

different dedicated 
devices, apps, or 

programs that can be 
used with a SGD.



Common Programs/Apps
TouchChat with WordPower

LAMP Proloquo2Go

TD Snap



We started co-planning AAC 
sessions based on the fact that 
most of our students were not 
functionally using their devices 

and our staff did not understand 
how they were set up, how to 
prompt, and how to model.

We live by the following rules:
1. Students need to see others 

including teachers and 
paraprofessionals use SGDs in their 
everyday environment. 

2. Students need to have their SGDs 
devices available at all times.

3. All communication attempts are 
valuable and can be given meaning.

4. We presume competence at all 
times.



About our students:
❖ Around 10-12 AAC device users in the 

elementary school
➢ Building is grades K-5

❖ Students in MD self contained rooms, 
resource settings, and inclusion settings

❖ Run 2 weekly groups
➢ Beginner group (4 AAC users)

■ Greetings, core words, high 
interest vocabulary, high 
repetitions

➢ Upper level group (8 AAC users)
■ Language targets, WH 

questions, commenting
➢ Preschool- core word group

■ 3 students



Our weekly lessons focus on…

2. Language targets 
through weekly books

1. Pragmatic interactions
3. Use of functional language 
through crafts and follow up 

activities

4. Demonstrating and encouraging 
exploring different buttons/pages 

on their SGDs

5. Staff learning how different 
devices are set up through 

modeling, using word finder, and 
prompting students 

6. Data collection



Let’s Plan…..

Select a 
book to go 
along with 
the 
classroom

Focus on vocabulary of interest

Add prepositions and basic concepts Add describing words



 

Some of the resources we use:



Examples of 
lessons we have 
done this year:

Elementary 
schoolPreschool 







Review vocab
AAC Group Schedule

SAY HELLO Read story

Play game SAY goodbye
https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=iC3-Rg
YZcRA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iC3-RgYZcRA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iC3-RgYZcRA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iC3-RgYZcRA


Review vocab
AAC Group Schedule

SAY HELLO Read story

Compare animals SAY goodbye

Week 2

https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=WMnU
Pu5JDTM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WMnUPu5JDTM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WMnUPu5JDTM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WMnUPu5JDTM


Review and locate core 
word

Speech Group Schedule: eat
SAY HELLO

songs

activities SAY goodbye
Adapted 
book, feed 
the puppet, 
pop the pig



Review and locate core 
word

Speech Group Schedule: open
SAY HELLO

songs

activities SAY goodbye
Boom card
Open toys
Flap books



Upper level Speech Group Lesson plan:
1. Hello song
2. Ask: “Who likes to dance?” Model - “I do.”
3. For vocabulary show dance videos - Shake It Off, CHA CHA, Scottish Dance, 

Waltz Dance
4. Read Giraffes Can’t Dance

a. Ask questions exploring group pages 
i. What animal do you see? - lions (Wild Animal Page)
ii. What is the giraffe looking at? - moon (Space Page)
iii. What shape is the moon? - circle (Shape & Colors Page)
iv. What is the giraffe eating? - leaves (Nature Page)
v. How does the giraffe feel? - sad (Describe Page)

b. Model and have students Make a sentence -” lions are dancing.”
5. Do Physical Traits Worksheet - Ask yes/no questions (ex. Is the giraffe tall?)
6. Ask students if they thought the book was good or bad?
7. Good-Bye Song

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iiiuFwh_MDM&list=RDiiiuFwh_MDM&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4BPoLsm3r1c&list=RD4BPoLsm3r1c&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEgr6RqSYq8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=625X3bdv9F0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E5R0srX0GBA


Upper level speech group lesson plan: 
A Loud Winter’s Nap
1. Greeting Hello song
2. Review animals with stuffed animals
3. Listen to A Loud Winter’s Nap

a. Ask wh questions - work on raising hand to answer
4. Prepositions: follow the direction then practice the sentence using the 

targeted word
5. Wh- questions
6. Goodbye song

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tVlcKp3bWH8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8MmY9QcqWmg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PraN5ZoSjiY






Stacey Gardner
sgardner@orangecsd.org

Brooke Gasiewski
bgasiewski@orangecsd.org

questions?


