
SELECTING COMPLEX LANGUAGE & LITERACY TARGETS
5 SIMPLE STEPS TO...

Go for narratives. Complex sentences are the simplest
narrative. Practice the same complex sentence or
narrative initially. 

Pair speech with print, pictures, gestures, movement,
props, context. Fade verbal models first.

Fade verbal models as early and as much as possible
when children produce the target 4 out of 5 times
accurately. 

Continue to emphasize using conjunctions first, then, next, lastly,
and because to organize new ideas (e.g., novel verbs and nouns).
Assess generalized language gains using spontaneous language
sampling. 

GO GLOBAL USING NARRATIVES w/MOVEMENT 

START w/MAXIMUM LEVEL of MULTIMODAL CUES

PROVIDE REPETITION FOR AUTOMATICITY TO OCCUR

INTRODUCE NOVEL VERBS AND NOUNS 

FADE VERBAL models AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

Use the same treatment target repeatedly to develop
automaticity. This is a vehicle to developing spontaneity.
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5 STEPS TO SELECT LANGUAGE & LITERACY 
TARGETS THAT OPTIMIZE GAINS

01.

02.

03.

04.

05.

Fade verbal models
first at 4 out of 5

accuracy. Continue
providing all other

forms of multimodal
cueing and

systematically fade
at 80% accuracy.

Use same treatment
target initially to

develop automaticity
with greater level of

independence. 
Child takes the lead. 

Provide repetition
using conjunctions

first, next, then, lastly
with novel nouns and

verbs. 
Assess gains with
language sample

analysis. 

Use narratives to
describe multiple

step tasks in
movement
activities.

Produce utterances
that are as long and
complex as possible

with every level of
cueing. Use universal

design learning
principles.
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Is this the Most Effective Language-LITERACY Treatment Target? 
Five Questions To Ask About Your Language Treatment Target

1-At the earliest stage of speech development are you using ‘Look at’
instead of ‘I want’?

2-Are you using the same complex sentences, paragraphs, or stories
repeatedly for the child to develop automaticity?

3-Is the child actively involved in every step of the process through
speaking and/or movement with Universal Design for Learning
principles in place?

4-Are you fading the verbal model ‘as soon as’ and ‘as much as’
possible to foster an internal locus of control?

5-After automaticity is established, are you introducing novel verbs
and nouns to promote generative communication development?
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