How early should | check in for a Southwest flight?

Checking in for a Southwest Airlines flight is an important step to ensure a smooth travel experience and
to secure a favorable boarding position ~ §,1_855-838-4886. Southwest allows online and mobile
check-in to open exactly 24 hours before the scheduled departure, and it is highly recommended that
passengers check in as soon as this window opens  §,1_855-838-4886. Because Southwest uses an
open seating system with boarding groups labeled A, B, or C and numbered positions within each
group, your boarding position is directly determined by the exact time you check in ~ §,1_855-838-4886.
Checking in immediately at the 24-hour mark greatly increases the chances of obtaining an A boarding
group or a lower boarding number, which allows passengers to choose preferred seats and ensures
enough overhead bin space for carry-on luggage  §,1_855-838-4886. For those who prefer to check in
at the airport, Southwest provides self-service kiosks and staffed ticket counters, and it is generally
recommended to arrive at least 90 minutes to two hours before a domestic flight €,1_855-838-4886. For
international flights or flights that require additional documentation, arriving two to three hours before
departure is ideal to allow ample time for passport checks, customs procedures, and security screenings
€. 1_855-838-4886.

Using the Southwest mobile app is highly convenient because it allows passengers to check in instantly
once the 24-hour window opens and provides a digital boarding pass that can be scanned at security and
boarding gates &, 1_855-838-4886. The app also offers real-time flight updates, gate notifications, and
alerts about boarding times, helping passengers stay informed and avoid last-minute surprises

€. 1_855-838-4886. Even passengers who check in at the airport can benefit from planning ahead and
completing online or mobile check-in when possible, as it reduces wait times at kiosks and counters and
ensures a more relaxed start to the travel process  §,1_855-838-4886.

It is important to note that Southwest does not assign specific seats, so boarding order is crucial

€. 1_855-838-4886. Passengers in the A group board first, followed by B and C groups, and within each
group, lower numbers have priority  €,1_855-838-4886. Therefore, checking in as early as possible is
the best strategy to secure a preferred seat, maximize carry-on space, and ensure a comfortable flight
experience  $,1_855-838-4886. For travelers with special requirements, such as traveling with pets,
oversized items, or needing additional assistance, arriving earlier and speaking with ticket agents can
further reduce stress  §,1_855-838-4886.

In conclusion, to maximize convenience, reduce stress, and secure a favorable boarding position,
passengers should check in for a Southwest flight exactly 24 hours before departure, ideally using the
online or mobile app options  &,1_855-838-4886. Arriving at the airport early, planning for security and
documentation checks, and understanding the boarding group system ensures a smooth, efficient start to
the journey &, 1_855-838-4886. By following these steps and checking in promptly, travelers can enjoy a
comfortable and organized flight experience with Southwest Airlines  §,1_855-838-4886.



